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MINUTES OF A REGUL.AR MEETING 
OF THE CITY C omm II. OF ' 'illE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
August 8, 1939 

The City Council of the City of Torranoe oonvened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday evening, August 8, 1939 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Hitohcock, McGuire, Murray and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: Powell. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that the minutes of a regular meet
ing held July 25, 1939 be approved as written. Counoilman Murray 
seconded the motion, whioh was crrried by the following roll oall 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcook, McGuire, Murray and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMAN: Powell. 

~RITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from W.C. Bradford, Secretary, City
Wide Improvement Association, advising that said association had 
gone pn rec9rd as being in favor of t17.e purcnase by the City of 
Torrance of the Pacifio Electric right-of-way o~ Cabrillo Avenue. 

Mayor Tolson remarked that no report is ready at this time, in that 
the 1939 valuation has only recently beenreoeived. 

A communication, signed by four automibile dealers in the 
City of Torrano" was read, protesting any proposed ohange in 
Ordinanoe No. 297 governing sale or used automobiles in the City 
of Torranoe. Referred to the Ordinanoe Committee. 

A oommunication was read f'romRoberts Publio Marketfj,Inc., 
requesting that a loading zone be designated either in front or 
at the side of their retail store at 1281 Sartori foroonvenience 
in unloading merohandise from truoks. 

Mayor Tolson stated that, at this Partioular store, there is 
no alley entrance. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the matter be referred to the 
Police Department for aotion. Councilman Murray seoonded the 
motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A copy of a communioation from the Department of Public Works 
was read, · establishing the quarterly payment (July, 1939) of the 
l/4-cent gas tax allooation for the City of Torranoe at ,1,952.23. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked that some investigation be made 
into the expenditure by the State Highway D'epartment on Highway 
1011 claiming that the amount expended seemed exorbitant in oom
par son with the amount of work done. 

Clerk Bartlett presented a communication from the Metropolitan 
Water Distriot, inquiring whether or not the City of' Torrance elects 
to payout of its municipal funds all or any portion of the amount 
of the Metropolitan Water District tax. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the Metropolitan Water Distriot 
be notified that the City of Torrance does not desire to pay any 
portion of the District tax out of its funds for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1940. Counoilman McGuire seoonded the motion, whiq 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Charles H. Quandt, of the Quandt 
Pumping $tation regarding a meter box whioh was burned at the Los 
Angeles City School in Walteria. Mr. Quandt maintained that the 
City of Torrance was responsible for the damage, claiming that it 
caught fire when the City burned off the weeds in the parkway. The 
oommunioation was acoompanied with a report from the i'i'alteria Fire 

Department, whioh report was in conflict with Mr. Quandt's report. 



Councilman Hitchcock moved that the matter be referred to the 
Water Department to either repair or replace with a new meter. 
Councilmen Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIUfiEN: , None. ABSENT: COUNCIlJv1AN: 
Powell. 

Engineer Young presented an application for building permit 
for erection of a service station at 20516 Hawthorne Avenue. He 
said there is ,no objection to a service station at this location, 
but recommended that the structure be placed at least 50 teet trom 
the center of the highway to allow for widening. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted, pro
vided all requirements.ot the Engineering Department are complied 
with. Councilmen Murray seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Councilmen Hitchcock moved that an appropriation ot $325.48 
be made for 185 loads pavement base for improvement of Lomita 
Boulevard. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote:AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, 
McGuire, Murray and Tolson. NOES: OOUNOI~l: None. ABSENT: 
COUNOILMEN: Powell. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation ~f$241.45 
be made for g8.85 tons sand and 15 tons rock for street repair. 
Councilman Murrry seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitohcock, McGuire, 
Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMAN: 
Powell .• 

Councilmen Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $105.53 
be made for repairs of #7 Truck, Street Department. Councilman 
McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1361 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANOE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF 
AGREEMENT FOR ASSIGNMENT OF RELIEF WORKERS 
WITH THE STATE RELIEF ADMINISTRATION. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1361 be adopted. 
Councilman M()Guire seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMAN: 
P-owell. 

Oouncilman McGuire read the valu~~on of the City of Torrance 
as set up by the County of Los Angeles as follows: 

1938 

Tax District #1: $9,484,850.00 

Tax District #2: 11,015,250.00 

1939 

Tax District #1: $9,039,810.00 

Tax District #2: 12,171,245.00 

Clerk Bartlett presented Emergency Ordinanoe No. 313 and read 
title to as follows. 

ORDINANCE NO. 313 

.AN ORDINANOE OF THE CITY OF TORRANOE 
FIXING THE TAX RATES AND LEVYIlifGTAXES 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING trrty 1, 
1939. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that further reading of Ordinance No. 
313 be suspended. Counoilman MoGuire seconded the motion, which was 
oarried unanimously. 

Councilman McGuire moved that Emergency Ordinance No. 313 be 



I 

adopted for first reading. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIU~: 
Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: C OUNC ILMAN: Powell. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of not to exceed $98.00 
plus sales tax, be made for 7 #123 and 3 #124 Taylor light globes. 
Councilman Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call ~te: AYES: COUl~CILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUlJCILMAN: 
Powell. 

Engineer Young asked for more time to work on the new fire 
zone ordinance before presenting it. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMAN: 

Powell • 

. At 8:05 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seconded by 
Councilman McGuire, the meeting adjourned to August 15, 1939 at 7:45 
P.M. 

Approved: . 

~~~orrance 

MINUrES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR MEEI'ING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
August 15, 1939 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an 
Adjourned Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
Torrance, California on Tuesday evening, August 15, 1939 at 
7:45 P.m. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being 6ouncilmen: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray and T.olson. Absent: 

Councilmen: Powell. 

Being an adjourned meeting, the regular order of business 
was dispensed with. 

A communication was read from Edward G. Neess, requesting a 
deviation of the ten foot lateral setback line to eight feet on 

the Maricopa Street side of Lot 13, Block 82, Torrance Tract to 
allow construction of a single family dwelling. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried unanim
ously. 

Clerk Bartlett read a communication from the Torrance Municipal 
Water District No.1, advising that the two inch Neptune Meter claimed 
by Mr. Charles H. Quandt to have been burned by the Walteria Fire 
Department had been satisfactorily repaired. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 313 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
FIXING THE TAX RATES AND LEVYING TAXES 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGImTING JULY 1, 
1939. 
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